《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Amos》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF AMOS.
This prophet was divinely inspired, and forced away from his rustic duties at once to prophesy in Bethel, and attack the Lord’s enemies in the grand fort. Full of the divine impetus, he joins the catholic cry of all the prophets, against the surrounding nations, and against Samaria, the death of whose king, Zachariah, he announced, and the Assyrian invasion by Pul. From the rustic habits of his early years we might expect a plain and humble style. The contrary however is the case; he yields to none in the force of argument, and the luxury of figurative language. His powers as a rhetor are great, and his bold and impressive metaphors shed a kind of glory and rekindling brilliancy over his whole book. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-15
Amos 1:1. The words of Amos, written with his own hand. He does not name his parents, because they were plain country people. He was himself among the herdmen of Tekoa, a small city twelve miles south of Jerusalem, 2 Chronicles 11:5-6; 2 Chronicles 20:20, and was called of God, like David from the flocks, and Elisha from the plow, to be a prophet of the Lord. This is Jehovah’s right, a right he never surrendered, either to the synagogue or the vatican at Rome.

Two years before the earthquake. This refers to the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, mentioned in Zechariah 14:5, when the people fled from the falling houses to the fields, where they were not exposed to double danger. We smile at Josephus for reporting the rabbinical figment, that this convulsion of nature was caused by Uzziah’s burning incense! The leprosy which followed was the punishment named in the scriptures;—why then add more? Pliny names an earthquake which destroyed twelve cities of Asia.

The new science of Geology has laid open a large field of knowledge with regard to the subterranean world. The mountain ranges are cavernous, and abound with streams, rivers and lakes. In other places, where lime, iron and sulphur predominate, they become volcanic, and the earth is ventilated by craters and rivers, which open in the bottom of the sea; for those rivers are always accompanied with currents of air.

When inundations of water break out on the lava, the conflict is tremendous, and the crater becomes active. When the water is abundant, the expansion of the vapour is so powerful as either to burst the superior strata of the incumbent earth, or cause the lava to leap out of its bed, overflow the mouth of the crater, or as in Etna, to burst out of the side of the mountain in a continuous river of fire. The whole phenomena is natural, but heaven can employ it at pleasure to punish the inhabitants of the earth.—The more tremendous strokes of earthquakes are so terrific as to form the æras of history. A well-written account of earthquakes may be seen in the British Encyclopædia.

Amos 1:3. For three transgressions I will not turn away. The style of this inspired shepherd is highly classical, though plain. Homer, in his Odyssea, pronounces the Greeks thrice, yea four times blessed. And Virgil, imitating him in his Æneid, uses the number three and four in the . same form as Homer. O terque quaterque beati. Oh thrice, yea four times blessed. This mode of speaking denotes the deepest stain of crimes; just as holy, holy, holy, called by grammarians the super-superlative, marks the sublimest holiness. For these sins God would neither revoke nor mitigate the sentence. Some put the number three and four together, which make seven, a number of perfection, often used in the sacred writings.

Amos 1:4. Ben-hadad succeeded his father Hazael on the throne of Syria. 2 Kings 13:3; 2 Kings 13:24.

Amos 1:5. Kir is said to be the same with Cyrene; but others say it is a part of Albania. This scourge was inflicted on Syria by Salmanezer, as may be gathered from Isaiah 16:4. Pharaoh-necho, and after him Nebuchadnezzar, overran this country.

Amos 1:9. Tyre, with its long siege and fall, is described in Isaiah 23. Ezekiel 26. This city was taken by Alexander, who was so provoked by its resistance that he slew all who did not take refuge in the temples, and then commanded his soldiers to throw fire into the roof of the temples.

Amos 1:14. I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, as described in Jeremiah 49:2. Amos prophesied in the reign of two kings of Judah, whom he acknowledges as his lawful sovereigns. During this time, (for as in Isaiah, the first chapter does not contain his first sermon) he raised his cry against the bloody cruelties of the seven nations named in this place; and he is followed by succeeding seers. The joy of those nations on the fall of Jerusalem was unbounded; but their joy was short. About four years after Jerusalem had fallen, the Assyrians made a grand campaign against Egypt, and dashed to pieces all the weak powers of Syria that refused to open their gates. See Josephus’s Wars of the Jews.
Amos 1:15. Their king. Melchom signifies an idol as well as a king. The versions render the word both ways. Jeremiah 49:3; Jeremiah 49:5. This disaster was effectuated by the Chaldeans; because God promises the jews a return of the remnant.

REFLECTIONS.
The commencement of these prophecies displays the sovereignty of grace in the election of instruments for the divine work. The mission of Amos was neither of his parents, nor of himself, nor of his religious friends, but solely of God. He was poor, the humblest of the shepherds, for he gathered sycamore fruit; yet God called and qualified him for the work, and raised him to a rank not much behind the first of his great prophets. The Lord has often done this in the christian ministry, that we should be the more grateful to him who has called us, and faithful in his work. Parents also should never force the ministry on a son, after a work of conversion; the idea should come into his heart by the Spirit of God. No man either will or can do God’s work faithfully, unless he have entered upon it from a conviction of a divine call. At the same time, ministers who have learning should not be arrogant and contemptuous towards those whom they call illiterate. A pious young man of genius will gradually acquire that degree of knowledge which will enable him to be more useful to the people than those who may despise him.

We may remark, in the rebukes here extended to seven nations, a moral uniformity in the spirit which inspires the prophets. Amos was here led to speak the same awful things against the Syrians, the Philistines, and the Edomites, as against the Israelites; and the events proved, that God inflicted the scourge with the same severity. And this same supreme Judge ever lives, brandishing his sword against all the despisers of his grace.

In all nations, not to say in all wicked men, there are three or four predominant vices peculiarly provoking to God. Pride, idleness, and fulness of bread were the leading sins of Sodom’s ruin; then a fourth crime followed for which they were burned. Here carnage after battle, selling the vanquished for slaves, keeping alive perpetual animosities, and most wantonly, during the storming of the city, treating the women, are crimes which heaven records, and requites on the guilty. To kill an enemy after he has cast away his arms, and implored mercy, is murder. I might here ask, oh how many are the sins of my country. How many are the sins of Zion. Ah, I would count them in silence. I would bewail them with tears; and urging reformation, I would implore a pardon of the Lord. Had it not been for those sins, and the breaking of the brotherly league, those nations, and especially Tyre, might have enjoyed a fine season under the Babylonian wings. Thus, the spirit of infatuation presedes destruction; and sinners will not enter into the spirit of their danger till the abyss opens beneath their feet. Then they cry with a loud cry; but mercy has shut her ears, and abandoned them to the sword of justice. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-16
Amos 2:2. Kirioth, a city of Moab, having palaces. Jeremiah 48:24.

Amos 2:6. For three transgressions of Israel. This phrase, explained in Amos 1:3, is repeated against five nations, marking the greatness of their sin.

Amos 2:7. A man and his father will go in to the same maid. Herodotus has delicately mentioned the licentiousness of the feasts of Venus, or Astarte. Incest is a crime which always made the heathen blush, At the end of Calvin’s Commentary on Joshua, there is a collation of the moral law of Moses with the laws of the Romans, edition 1603, in which he found seven laws by successive emperors against marriages within the prohibited degrees of affinity. The providence of God decided in the case of Moab’s feasts, that the culprits should be punished with death.

Amos 2:8. They lay down on clothes laid to pledge by every altar. The dwellings of the wicked are habitations of cruelty. The poor in ancient times were often ragged, or clad in garments much impaired: no nation could dress like the British poor. Here the garments were pledged for wine at the idol feast; and the humane law of Moses required all such garments to be restored at sunset, redeemed or not redeemed. Exodus 22:27. Nay, the judges and the priests, in the more depraved times, drank fines of men condemned for breaches of the peace. In our laws of king Ina, who reigned in the west of England, all crimes had their price.

Amos 2:9. Yet destroyed I the Amorite—whose height was like a cedar. The tall sons of Anak were, without a doubt, ten feet high, according to Genesis 6:4. In battle, the strokes of their arm must have resembled those of the scythe which cuts the grass. They were however greater monsters in crime than in stature. But where was Israel’s gratitude for deliverance from these giants, which made the ten spies faint with fear.

Amos 2:11. Nazarites. See the notes on the sixth chapter of Numbers.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet, in reproving guilty nations, speaks like one who knew the Lord, who knew the people he addressed, who understood his mission, and the object of his ministry. Cruelty was the leading sin of Moab. The burning of the king of Edom in the limekiln to make lime, as the Chaldaic renders the text, for the king’s palace, was a most inhuman atrocity. Whatever were the peculiar provocations of this prince, nothing can apologize for the cruelty of the king of Moab. When the life of a culprit is once taken, indignities to the body add nothing to his punishment; but we may disgrace human nature, and injure ourselves by ferocious conduct.

Apostasy from the law of the Lord was the sin of Judah; and this apostasy was the more provoking because the laws and statutes of the Lord were peculiarly wise and good. They also did this for vanity and lies, and that they might embrace a pagan mythology founded on fiction, error, and impurity. Sin is always provoking, but the circumstances attending it often render it doubly so.

The transgressions of Israel were peculiarly aggravated. The dealing in slaves, the turning the meek out of the good way, the whoredoms and impurities consequent on apostasy, intoxicating the Nazarites, always accounted holy, Lamentations 4:7, and silencing the Lord’s prophets by exile and martyrdom, were all grievous crimes, and indulged to high excess. But the instances of ingratitude were crimes yet fouler in their shades. God had multiplied them in Egypt with marvellous kindness, he had delivered them from Pharaoh with a cloud of miracles, and vanquished the gigantic Amorites to give them the promised land. Now behold, they had polluted it worse than the Amorite!

As the sin of Israel was peculiarly great, so their punishment should be peculiarly severe. The Lord would, as Newcome reads the text, press them in their place or cities, as a cart is loaded with sheaves; and they should not escape the calamities. So it happened. The Assyrians, finding them weakened by former wars, besieged them in their cities, and carried away the survivors to distant places. Thus the hope of impunity shall perish; for the Lord will render to every man according to his works. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15
Amos 3:1. Against the whole family of the twelve tribes, which I brought up from Egypt. It was a laborious work to make them hear. The prophets did not confine their labours to local districts.

Amos 3:2. You only have I known of all the families of the earth. When they had become idolaters, the Lord, ever rich in mercy, called Abraham out of Chaldea. Ingratitude is therefore the greatest reproach to any people. On this sin the fine allegory of Ezekiel is built; on this, the keen reproach of queen Dido is turned on Æneas. See Ezekiel 16.

Amos 3:4. Will a lion roar in the forest when he hath no prey? The combined armies of Egypt and Philistia, invading the land, shall be as the lions of the forest in full pursuit of prey. They will “shed the blood of the people like water.”

Amos 3:7. He revealeth his secret to the prophets. See on Psalms 25:14. All the oriental nations had their pretended seers or prophets, who were regarded as a kind of court chaplains.

Amos 3:9. Publish in the palaces of Ashdod, and in the palaces of Egypt, my high commands to go against backsliding Israel. God, in like manner, commissioned the Assyrian, the rod of his anger, to go against a hypocritical nation. Isaiah 10:5. Wars and sieges are the Lord’s doings: in him alone is our help.

Amos 3:12. Out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear. This simile shows how small was the remnant of the ten tribes which Salmanezer carried away from Samaria. 2 Kings 17:6. Nine tenths of them had perished, as in Amos 5:3.

The corner of a bed. Lying on the side of their bed, and in their damask couches. So the Vulgate may be read. All oriental nations indolently recline on couches; and the corner of a bed or couch is reckoned the most honourable seat. Harmer, vol. 2:60. See the Synopsis on the word Damascus in the text.

Amos 3:15. I will smite the winter house with the summer house. Kings and princes in general have their town and country houses; and mention is made of the winter palace of the kings of Judea. Jeremiah 36:22. The opulent citizens in all places build mansions on the rising ground; the people of London, by visits to the coasts, provided they are temperate, revive their health and strength by such excursions. But the sins of Israel turned all the enlivened cosmography of the country into mournful desolations.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet here infers the fury of the divine vengeance, from the impetuosity of the spirit. It was as the vehemence of a father lamenting the profligacy of his children; it was as the fury of a lion roaring on his prey; it was as the blowing of a trumpet in the time of danger. Nor could it be otherwise: for how could God and Israel walk together when they were totally disagreed.

The danger threatened was the coming of Pharaoh-necho on the mountains of Samaria with a great army; for the Lord did nothing of this nature without revealing it to his servants the prophets. He revealed his secrets to them, and invited them to trace the wisdom and equity of his ways for the instruction of the church, that all men might learn out of the scriptures the ways of righteousness and truth. Yet when we suffer evil from men by war, or by fire, we should take it as more from the hand of God than from the enemy.

The Lord in early visitations mixes mercy with judgment. He would not now utterly exterminate Israel. But as a shepherd delivers a part of the prey out of the mouth of the lion, so he caused the Egyptians to be smitten near the Euphrates, and Samaria received a reprieve. Happy is the sinner who profits by the gentler strokes of justice.

But the heaviest strokes fell on the priests, the princes, and the nobles of Israel; and this was heavier still, because they sat at ease on couches of effeminate pleasure. They had winter houses in the city, and country residences for the summer. They took the lead in every corruption and crime; and now God was resolved that they should take the lead in the reception of punishment. While the generous invader pitied to touch the cottage, he took peculiar pride to plunder, to burn and demolish the lordly mansion; and to make the haughty the most unhappy in the land. The humble shrub is bended by the hurricane, while the stately oak is stripped of its verdure, and dismembered of its branches. Thus it is safest for all men to place a humble reliance on providence, and repose their confidence in the divine protection. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-13
Amos 4:1. Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan. The strong bulls of Bashan are celebrated in scripture. Psalms 22:13. Vaccæ pingues, fat cows, haughty women, abandoned to luxurious ease, and who, equally with their husbands, oppressed the poor to indulge in feasts and wine.

Amos 4:2. The Lord God hath sworn—that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fish hooks. The Chaldaic has “your daughters.” This language is both natural and impressive. The Philistines cover their seas with fishing smacks, and the Egyptians their river with anglers. It was equally proper for Ezekiel to menace the same offenders with Chaldean hunters, whose princes, according to Xenophon, were famed for hunting the boar. In one of those excursions, Belshazzar, in a moment of anger, pierced his friends. Cyropædia. The nets which providence would cast upon them should so entangle them, as to leave no hope of escape through the meshes or breaches.

Amos 4:4. Come to Bethel and transgress. Bethel was the place where Messiah the God of Abraham appeared to Jacob. Genesis 28.—At Gilgal multiply transgression. Near this place, while the Hebrews were recovering from circumcision, Jehovah the Angel appeared to Joshua: Joshua 5:13; Joshua 5:15. These sacred places, which had been consecrated by the divine presence, were now polluted with Baal’s altars. Such were the grievous and daring sins committed by this idolatrous people. The Lord therefore, by way of contempt, bids them sin on, and be bold in transgression. He bids them bring the tithe of the third year into their cities, an extra-tithing for the levite and the poor, though the word extra is not mentioned. Deuteronomy 14:26. The levites had nine tenths of the whole tithe of the nation, and the priests one tenth, as stated by Dr. Lightfoot.

Amos 4:7. Three months to the harvest. The Lord denied them the latter rain, as described in Deuteronomy 11:14. This was the rain which caused the corn to grow and flourish for a luxuriant harvest. He adds, I caused it to rain on one city, and caused it not to rain on another. The locality of the rain designated a particular providence. 

Amos 4:10. Pestilence, after the manner of Egypt. When the waters of the Nile retired, it was often a sickly time, owing to the vegetable decomposition of the wreck which was left behind.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah had twice given hard strokes at the haughty women of Jerusalem, dressed in purple, scarlet, gold, and gems; and here Amos is understood as doing the same against the women of Samaria. Yet by oppressing the poor, and crushing the needy, the words apply with more propriety to the rulers. It is however a fact, that extravagance occasions oppression; and oppression draws down the vengeance of heaven. The Lord ever lives the widow’s husband, and the orphan’s friend; and he accounts it the glory of his justice to oppress the oppressor.

When wicked men scorn the restraints of temperance and piety, the divine justice with holy scorn bids them glut themselves in the riot of crime. Come ye, transgress at Gilgal; insult that covenant ground, with the foulest breaches of the covenant. So when their fathers loathed the manna, he gave them flesh in his anger, and death followed the feast. Solomon also bids the prodigal that scorns reform, to walk in the sight of his eyes, and in the desire of his heart. Whenever this is the case, it is an awful omen that the wicked approach the vortex of destruction.

The prophet makes a transition to a review of providence towards Israel from the time of their apostasy, and he opens a scene of tragedy the most sublime and instructive that can be conceived. The combatants are God and Israel; and it is awful to add, that both the parties are determined not to yield. Israel is resolved to keep his idols, his feasts, his sins; and God has sworn by his holiness, by his holy name, that they shall all die in their sins, or be led away in chains as fish are drawn from the water by a hook. Who would not tremble for the issue? Who would not lament the consequences of such infatuation?

Feeling as a father, the Lord begins the contest with grace, and grace of an extraordinary kind. When the form and the spirit of religion were almost lost, he raised up Elijah and Elisha, whose ministry resembled the opening of the gospel. He aided their sermons by a sevenfold scale of visitations which tended to restrain wickedness, and to prolong the existence of the nation. He confounded the infidel who denied a providence, by an unheard of variation in the rains. One time he repressed voluptuousness by famine; and at another, by blasting and mildew. The pestilence next raged in the country, mocked at medicine, and gave up the wicked to the empire of death. Fire also fell repeatedly from heaven, and consumed them. Locusts likewise augmented their scarcity, while the sword with encreasing strokes of carnage made their number small. Oh ye mountains of Israel, covered with idols, how unlike the days of David and Solomon, when an obedient people inherited covenant mercies. Still the Lord’s hand is uplifted: still his anger is not turned away: still he awaits but with lingering and weeping over Ephraim; he awaits to let the Assyrian give the finishing stroke. Thus when every resource of mercy is exhausted, justice must do its strange work.

Sinner, inconsiderate sinner, thou art already on the stage in contest with thy Maker. He is dealing with thee as with Israel. Mercy, entreaty, and the rod are hitherto thy lot. Thou art far advanced in the career of defeat and ruin. Destruction awaits thy next presumptuous sin. Therefore, seeing the day, the awful day is at hand, I would say once for all, Prepare to meet thy God. This God, who yet for a moment suspends the blow, made the mountains, created the wind, and treadeth on the high places of the earth: thou hast no chance, no hope to escape out of his hands. Oh yield, yield to his longsuffering grace and mercy, and thou shalt yet be happy. Yield, oh yield, and let not an incorrigible temper be worse than all thy other crimes. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-27
Amos 5:2. The virgin of Israel is fallen. Babylon, which had never been stormed by a besieging army, is called a virgin. Isaiah 47:1. Thus Israel, whose kingdom had never yet been wholly subdued, is called a virgin. Jeremiah 18:13. Referring to her vile idolatries, the prophet says, “The virgin daughter of Israel hath done a very horrible thing.” Alas, the virgin of Samaria is fallen; the Assyrians have overleaped her walls, and she is fallen to rise no more.

Amos 5:5. Seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal. That would be to roll back the reproach which was once taken away by circumcision, as stated by Joshua 5:2. Pass not to Beersheba, the favoured abode of Abraham, where he had planted a grove. Idolatry was crafty in establishing its haunts and altars in these three places, once so highly favoured with the divine presence. All this was recession and apostasy from the only altar of the Lord.

Amos 5:7. Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, or baneful hemlock, for favour or reward, and abandon the cause of righteousness to be trampled down upon the earth; a double corruption in the elders who filled the bench of justice. They hated him that rebuked in the gate. O tempora! O mores!
Amos 5:8. The seven stars and Orion. See the note on Job 9:9, and Schulten’s remarks on these terms. Amos was among the shepherds learned in practical astronomy. The seven stars are called the Hiadees by the Vulgate, and the Pleiades in modern versions. Some think that they refer to the warmth of the spring, and Orion or Arcturus to the tempestuous seasons.

Amos 5:17. In all vineyards shall be wailing. In these places they indulged in gambols and in feasting, when the fruits were gathered: but soon alas they shall be burned and destroyed by the insolent and wanton invaders.

Amos 5:26. Ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch. Literally, ye have borne Siccuth your king. Dr. Lightfoot reads it so, and also Kimchi. Hence Siccuth was an idol, sometimes written moloch, molech, milchom, and malcham. It is expressly the same with Baal, unless two idols stood in one place. So Jeremiah 32:35. “They built the high places of Baal to offer their sons to Moloch.” So also 2 Chronicles 28:2-3. See the note in that chapter. Ahab, it would seem, from the bloody worship of Baal’s prophets, had introduced this idol, or rather revived its worship after Solomon. 1 Kings 11 :2 Kings 18.

Moloch and Chiun. Ham is the Cronus of the Greeks. His wife was Ashteroth or Astarte. קרן karen is the etymology of his name. The LXX read ραιφας which in the new testament is altered to ρεφαν. Acts 7:43. The name Rephas was Ham’s title; and being father of the Rephaim, smitten by Chedorlaomer in Ashteroth-karnaim, is so called because Astarte was worshipped there. Genesis 14:5. They chose therefore to call themselves by his more honourable appellation. The Coptics gave his name to a star, which was worshipped at large in the east. Cicero admits that Venus was the Astarte of Syria. Moloch, Melech, or Malchus is a title given to Ham, who offered his son Jeoud, a λυτρον, an expiatory sacrifice in the time of a plague. Hence the cruel influence it had on his posterity, in making their children pass through the fire to his statue. See Euseb. Præparat. Also the note on Leviticus 18:21.

Amos 5:27. Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus. The empire of the Assyrians beyond the Euphrates is understood; but the districts adjacent to the Caspian sea were then but little known to the jews.

REFLECTIONS.
The holy prophets spake from the mouth of the Lord. Their mission was clothed with the glory of divine majesty. This elevation of thought and purity of character inspired them to reprove sin, and preach righteousness in a manner that no other men could do. How grand are the arguments in calling a backsliding nation from dumb idols to worship the true and living God, who made the constellations of heaven, who sends a morning sun to chase away the shades of night, who raises vapours from the sea in the ever-changing scenes of beauteous clouds.

On sincerely returning to the Lord, the worst of sinners need not despair of mercy, even they who have hated rebuke, and abhorred the upright; while on the other hand, incorrigible wickedness will disinherit the oppressor; and though he build his house with hewn stones, it shall not be able to protect him.

A woe is denounced against those who desire the day of the Lord, in which Israel should be overthrown, hoping that the Assyrian tyrants would be milder than the oppressors in Samaria, who turned judgment to wormwood. Ah no: it is all a delusion. It is like avoiding the lion, and meeting the bear. We had better pray for our rulers and governors than wish for a change of masters. Sinners seldom get advantage by a change, unless they exchange the yoke of Satan for that of Christ.

The devotion of wicked men is peculiarly abhorrent to God. He hates, he despises their festivals, and turns away his nostrils from the incense of their prayers; their devotion is as carnal as their worldly wishes. Hence he informs Israel, if we may read the text in the future tense after Rabbi Solomon, that instead of receiving protection from their idols, they should carry them on their shoulders, or by some means beyond Damascus. Ah, most intolerable load, when mortals carry their mortal gods! Yet so it is still; when men make gods of their gold, they have to carry their cares, nor can their riches protect them in the day of the Lord. Let us abide in covenant with our Lord and Saviour, for he only is a sure defence. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-14
Amos 6:1. The mountain of Samaria. This city was built on a hill, like Zion, to make it impregnable. See note on Isaiah 28:1.

Amos 6:2. Calneh, or Ctesiphon. It was situate almost opposite Seleucia, above Bagdad, and was a royal city. Genesis 10:10. Here stood the temple of Diana on seven hundred pillars, each of which was sixty feet high. The length was four hundred and twenty five feet, and the breadth two hundred. It was two hundred years in building. Ctesiphon, whom Pliny calls Chersiphron, was the principal architect. This temple was one of the seven wonders of the world. All Asia minor contributed towards the expense, and one hundred and twenty seven kings contributed towards the pillars. Pliny, book 36. chap. 14. Vitruvius adds, that Ctesiphon invented the machines for raising the stones. De Ivigne’s Dict. Paris, 1646. Art. Antiochus. See also the note on Daniel 9:24.

Amos 6:5. Invent to themselves instruments of music, like David. The royal and inspired bard is not censured here. His instruments being devoted to sacred song, the censure is on those princes and people who had perverted them to soothe their passions in their carousings, and in the feasts of Baal. David, as a man of genius, did invent and improve instruments of music, but it was for high and holy purposes.—All sounds are communicated by air; whether they proceed from the vibrations of the bell, the ring, the cord, or the flute. The genius of the musician is displayed in communicating these diversity of sounds. But no sounds are sweeter than the Eolian harp, where nature is untouched by art.

Amos 6:10. He that burneth him. The heathen custom of burning the dead, to preserve the ashes in urns, was now obtaining among the jews, which is here satirised by the prophet.

Amos 6:14. I will raise up against you a nation. The Assyrians should overspread the whole land, from Hamath, in the north-west passage, to the river leading to Egypt.

REFLECTIONS.
What dark and terrific addresses do we find in the prophets; yet such as were well adapted to the times. What powerful eloquence, what enlivened rhetoric, what cogent arguments does Amos employ to rouse his country, sleeping in their sins! He sends his slumbering countrymen to the far-famed Calneh for wisdom; to Emesa, the capital of Hamath; and to Gath, then recently taken by king Uzziah, 2 Chronicles 26:6, to enquire whether they were better than those ancient cities. He thunders against the supineness of Judah, who trusted in Zion; against the security of Samaria, who deemed their city impregnable.

Full of carnal security, they slept on beds decorated with ivory, they reposed on the crimson couch, they dined daily at the sumptuous feast, they chanted to melodious instruments, they regaled themselves with goblets of wine; and conscious of superior discernment, they sneered at the judgments denounced by the Lord. What a portrait of the gay and giddy age in which we now live. How little they think of sermons, of the visitations of God, and of the enemy who has repeatedly sworn to destroy the new Carthage.

No nation is wise that makes heaven its foe: but the woe applies with double force to hypocrites and lukewarm professors, who are at ease in the christian Zion. Is God less holy? Is sin less heinous than in ancient times? May we now be saved with an accommodating religion; and forget the duties we owe to the unregenerate world? The giddy age is gone after pleasure; and many of those who hear the gospel conform to the world, and grasp at gain. But let us ask in the words of the prophet, Was Calneh safe; or could her temple save her? Were Hamath and Gaza secure by their strength? Ah, their glory was lost in a cloud. Yes, and did not Jerusalem and Samaria fall by terrible sieges? God can vanquish the strongest nations, and inspire a foe to storm cities hitherto deemed impregnable, with the same ease as a mortal can crush a worm.

The Lord’s anger was so far roused against the men who disregarded the nature and consequences of crime, as to swear by himself, that instead of being indulged with licentious liberty, they should go into a galling captivity; instead of enjoying ease, they should endure pain; instead of blooming with health, they should waste with pestilence; yea, that the whole nation should waste away, except a remnant for exile. Thus the Lord sent the nobles first into Assyria, with Coniah, for he hated their palaces, and abhorred the excellence of Jacob.

It was worse still, that prayer in the evil day was not allowed to be made for Israel. They had such a consciousness of guilt as to say, we may not mention the name of the Lord: or if we read, because they set not themselves to mention the name of the Lord, it equally marks a people abandoned to misery and despair. Oh that we may be made wise by the unaccountable obstinacy of impenitent men. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17
Amos 7:1. He formed grasshoppers, which are the same as the locusts.— After the king’s mowings. It is supposed that the first grass, or the proud corn cut with the scythe, was a tribute to the king. Now, the locusts falling on the wheat, which shot up immediately afterwards, would make fatal havock of the hopes of that year. See Harmer, vol. 2:466.

Amos 7:14. Then answered Amos—I was no prophet. He was not designated from his birth, like Samuel; neither was he a prophet’s son, educated in their schools. But the Lord said, go, prophesy to my people Israel. Compare 2 Kings 2:3; 2 Kings 4:38; 2 Kings 6:1. Isaiah 8:18. Mark 10:24, 1Co_4:14; 1 Corinthians 4:17. An unlettered man, clothed with so divine a spirit, and adorned with so much wisdom and eloquence, are demonstrations that he was “moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon himself that office and ministry.”

Amos 7:17. Thy wife shall be a harlot. When a besieging army storms a city, no man can protect his own life, nor the weaker branches of his house from insults. The proverb says truly, the laws are silent in war.

REFLECTIONS.
Amos, deeply impressed with the impending desolations of his country, prayed for their pardon, while he traced a close line of connection between their sufferings and their sins. He prayed also that God would raise up a minister or prophet, who should raise his declining country to glory, as in the days of David. By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small? This was truly a most pious, patriotic, and loyal request.

Prayers for the unworthy are of no long avail, and often altogether rejected, though offered to heaven by the best of saints. God granted a short reprieve, and kept back his arm from the threatened vengeance; but the people, instead of repenting, retained all their idols, and all their sins; therefore the punishment was heavier for delay. Guilt accumulates as a treasure; and horror seizes the culprit when justice shakes out the rust of the bag. God, at length, would no more pass through the land by locusts, and milder judgments; he would no more burn with the transient fire of Tiglath-pilnezer; but he would measure off the whole fabric by Salmanezer, and pay him the full wages for all his terrible work. So God removed the apostate, the drunken, the filthy, and the incorrigible Israelites, as a carcase out of his sight.

Proud and hardened men cannot bear faithful sermons: it was the false prophets who had the secret to charm the carnal heart, and to raise a momentary smile on a guilty mind. To Amaziah, the highpriest of Bethel, the sermons of Amos were insupportable. Amos had no claims of birth, nor of education; yet his arguments were clear, his subjects sublime, and clothed in a terror of style worthy of his mission. Amaziah did not dare to refute him; but his malice aimed at his life. Being filled with all the wisdom from beneath, which is devilish, he accused Amos of a conspiracy against the life of the king; for an argument less malicious would not serve his purpose. In like manner the jews accused our Saviour. When the princes accused Jeremiah, there was some honour in their complaint; they said he weakened the hands of the soldiers; but when the priest accused Amos, he discovered the ingenious malice of a fiend. And when unable to imbrue the hands of his sovereign in innocent blood, for the court seemed no way alarmed at Amos’s conspiracy, he thought to banish the prophet from his sphere of labours.—God’s faithful ministers have most to dread from the unregenerate clergy. The terrible persecution raised against the protestants of France in 1685, Jurieu says, was undertaken by the particular solicitation of the clergy; but in the late war, all the sufferings they then brought upon their christian brethren, recoiled upon them, in the third and fourth generation with sevenfold vengeance.

The blasts of persecution blow the fire of piety and zeal. Amos, conscious of a divine call, and grateful to Him who deigned to make a poor man a prophet, looked his enemy in the face, with a message from God. He sentenced the wife of this priest to prostitution, his sons and daughters to die by the sword, his country to go into captivity, amongst whom he also should pine away in a polluted land. Thus the prophet rose to glory in the contest, while the disappointed priest sunk heartsick under the conscious terrors of an offended God. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-14
Amos 8:1. A basket of summer fruit. The Lord would not wait till the vintage; he would cause their sun, as a nation, to set at noon, and rise no more.

Amos 8:5. That we may sell corn—making the ephah small, and the shekel great. In the east they weighed money; for stamped silver passed as coin. The jews would suffer no image to appear on their money. Therefore our Saviour asked, as is noted by three evangelists, Whose image and superscription is this?

Rabbi Ramban died about the year 1260. In his Commentary on the Pentateuch he says that being at Ancona in Italy, he found in the hand of some aged people a shekel of silver, weighing about half an ounce. On the front was a branch of the almond tree, and on the obverse side an urn, inscribed with Samaritan characters, shekel of shekels; the other side had on it, holy Jerusalem. Other shekels have been found like that at Ancona, all of which have the same inscriptions, with the golden pot of manna on the one side, and the almond rod of Aaron on the other. The shekel was thus coined since the return of the people from Babylon.—Finding this ancient shekel neatly engraved in the Latin work of a Jesuit, I have introduced it into the map of Jerusalem. See maps. This is perhaps the only one of the kind in England.

Amos 8:14. Thy god, oh Dan, liveth. This is spoken in derision of the calf in Dan, where the invading army entered, and it could not save. The Assyrians overran the whole land to Beersheba, the last town leading to Egypt.

REFLECTIONS.
This man of God, moving through the land to execute his mission, reproves the whole series of crimes, from the singers in the temple to the dishonest tradesman in his dwelling, a sort of covert robbers, and oppressors of the poor. But they at the same time rob themselves, a false balance being an abomination to the Lord. No marvel that they should watch opportunities to rob the Lord of his sabbaths, and hasten destruction on themselves, and desolations on their country. We are not allowed by the laws of nature and of nations to take advantage either of the ignorance, or of the necessity of our neighbour. The golden rule of mutual equity must not be violated.

The horrors of famine are great, as we have just seen in the destruction of the army of Cambyses. Joel 3:2. But how dreadful to see a whole land full of corruption, and no prophet to stand in the gap; no manna rained from heaven, and no Horeb to give their dying souls streams of water. What is the state of such a people but that of fat cattle, shut up in hunger, till the time of slaughter. Their feasts are turned to mourning, and when they cry for help the golden gods cannot hear. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15
Amos 9:1. I saw the Lord standing upon the altar in Jerusalem, as in Isaiah 6:1, and Ezekiel 9:3. Here the prophet heard the awful words, that God would hunt the idolaters from all their hiding places. The sword of the Assyrians pursued them down to Egypt.

Amos 9:2. Though they dig into hell; the deep places of the earth, where they often hid themselves from the devouring sword. 1 Samuel 14:11.

Amos 9:3. Though they hide in the woods and caves of Carmel, the Chaldeans and the Assyrians shall hunt them out.

Though they be hid in the bottom of the sea, thence will I command הנחשׁ ha-nachish, the serpent, and he shall bite them. This is rendered by the LXX, dragons, and is often understood of the larger species of serpents: but here, I think, such rendering to be erroneous. The ancients were deficient in their acquaintance with natural history. The dragon or crocodile, and leviathan or whale, are quite distinct from the nachish, which inhabits the bottom of the sea. The sea-serpent, though unknown to the elder critics, was known to Amos the prophet; and since his time it has often been seen. It has been repeatedly observed on the Norwegian coast. About the year 1825, the fisher-men near the Delaware, in the United States, had their nets destroyed by two sea-serpents; and being encouraged by the people on shore, they went out again with proper hooks and chains, and succeeded in taking one of the two, nearly fifty feet in length, and about five feet in circumference. But as no scientific description has reached us, we must suspend our belief.

On this subject, the terrific lines of Virgil seem in perfect unison with the ideas of the prophet. 

Ecce autem gemini à Tenedo tranquilla per alta (Horresco referens) immensis orbibus angues Incumbunt pelago, pariterque ad litora tendunt: Pectora quorum inter fluctus arrecta, jubæque Sanguineæ exuperant undas; pars cætera pontum Ponè legit, sinuatque immensa volumine terga. Fit sonitus spumante salo: jamque arva tenebant, Ardentesque oculos suffecti sanguine et igni, Sibila lambebant linguis vibrantibus ora. ÆNEID. 2:203.
When, dreadful to behold, from sea we spied Two serpents, ranked abreast, the seas divide, And smoothly sweep along the swelling tide, Their flaming crests above the waves they show; Their bellies seem to burn the seas below:
Their speckled tails advance to steer their course, And on the sounding shores their billows force. And now the strand, and now the plain, they held; Their ardent eyes with blood streaks are filled; Their nimble tongues they brandished as they came, And licked their hissing jaws that sputtered flame.
Amos 9:7. Are ye not as children of Ethiopia unto me? Black in moral character as the skin of the Ethiopians. So in Ezekiel 16:3 : “Thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother a Hittite.” The Hebrew claims of divine paternity were lost by idolatry.

Amos 9:11. I will raise up the tabernacle of David—and will build it as in the days of old. Chrysostom and other ancient fathers understood this of our Lord’s resurrection, or the restoration of his fleshly tabernacle, to ascend and reign in his spiritual kingdom. But it seems rather to refer to the conversion of the jews, and their restoration to the promised land, the heritage of their fathers, where the Lord will deliver them from surrounding foes, and once more pitch his tabernacle among them.

An apostle however applies this prophecy, in the first instance, to the rebuilding of the spiritual temple by the conversion of the gentiles, and their incorporation with the believing seed of Abraham, so as to become a habitation of God through the Spirit. Acts 15:16-17. The exaltation of Christ was to be distinguished by this great event, and much of the wisdom of God may be seen in it; it was like opening the prison doors on the day of a public coronation, that encreasing multitudes might participate in the general joy. The conversion of the gentiles after the day of pentecost afforded a specimen of the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom; and their release from the bonds of heathen darkness would show that it was to be a reign of mercy. Before the coming of Christ the blessings of salvation were chiefly confined to the jews; now they are conferred on the poor benighted gentiles, and are to be extended to all the ends of the earth. At the same time we are here reminded that all this mercy is contained in a promise of honour and glory to Christ, in raising up the tabernacle of David which had fallen down, and building it again as in the days of old. All the mercy promised to sinful men is promised in reward of Christ’s obedience; this is God’s way of showing mercy, and it must be ours in seeking it. Let us pray that the tabernacle of David may be built up, and still more extensively: in the success of Christ’s cause we shall find our own spiritual prosperity.

REFLECTIONS.
“We see how impossible it is for sinners to escape the judgments of God. We have here a noble and solemn description of his universal presence and irresistible power, and of his determination to punish all his enemies. How dreadful then is the case of those, who have the eyes of God against them for evil. There is no place to which they can escape from his notice, or where they can shun his avenging hand. Stand therefore in awe, and sin not.

We are here taught God’s esteem for his people, and the care which he takes of them. Though he may sift them among all nations, and bring distressing judgments upon them, he will not permit the least grain to fall to the earth; not one of his faithful servants shall be lost. He will defend them in the day of evil, or if they suffer with others, they shall not be destroyed. His fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor; but the precious grain shall all be preserved.

Let us rejoice in the fulfilling of this prophecy. God’s name is called upon by the heathen, the kingdom of Christ is established among them; and we in this nation have been led to seek the Lord, and are become a part of his people. There is still hope therefore, concerning the restoration and the conversion of the jews. Let it be our prayer that God would bring them into his church and favour again, and give his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.” 

